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INTRODUCTION. . 


So little is as yet known of the proper use of mediums, that it 
is not to be wondered at if they occasionally suffer from the circum- 
stances in which they are placed. The “exposure” of mediums is 
one of the most prominent forms of thought in the palin mind as 
regards Spiritualism. Those who know most of subject are 

influenced in the least degree by this kind of ramour. The greater 
number of said “exposures” have been no exposures at all; they 
have either been the result of wilful conspiracy and direct lying, to 
injure the character of the medium, and thereby interrupt the pro- 

ss of Spiritualism, or said exposures have proceeded from am- 

iguous phenomena, the nature of which the sitters were not in a 

position to decide upon. This contumely which has been heaped 
upon mediums, has proceeded principally from the false method 
which has been employed, of placing the sole responsibility of 
results upon the medium, whereas this burden should be borne by 
the sitters—those who constitute the circle. : 

Let us for a moment inquire what a medium is, and under what 
circumstances a medium performs the work, A physical medium is 
entirel ive, and, in truth, poe no work at all. He or she 
places him or herself into the hands of the circle or investigators, 
sits in whatever position he or she is assigned, undergoes any tests 
or fastenings which may be adjudged necessary to render it certain 
that the phenomena observed are not due to the tricks of said 
medium; and thus actually the responsibility is taken off the 
medium’s shoulders as far as possible, and p' on to those of the 
investigators. If this is not so, what, in the name of common 
sense, is the use of all these eae If the responsibility were 
understood to remain on t y medium, all these fastenings and 
wit 
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passes into the unconscious trance, and loses his or her indi. 
viduality, as when in deep sleep, till the conclusion of the seance, 
and in this state the medium is supposed to be subject to the cone 
trol of his or her own particular guides. But when the circle js 
constituted of unfriendly individuals, enemies indeed, whose sole 
object it is to discover the medium tripping, and discredit Spiri- 
tualism as far as possible, the sphere of the circle becomes so 
adverse, that the guides of the medium are not able to control, and 
the field is left open to the spiritual influences associated with the 
opposition. Under such circumstances, no wonder that anomalous 
manifestations should occur. The medium may be made to 
sonate physicalised spirit-forms, by adopting some disguise derived 
from some portion of his or her garments. It is well known that 
ao can carry objects great distances, and introduce them into 
closed rooms, and, possibly, opposition spirits may introduce articles 
into the circle, whereby to incriminate the mediums. By this 
‘process of antagonism to mediumship, exercised by spirits with 
adverse motives, mediums have been placed in positions, and there- 
by exposed to reproach, who amit never have sought such @ 
means of imposing upon the public, because the attempt would — 
have without fail exposed them to deteetion. || | 
To show that these phenomena rep ig spin 
sical form may be obtained without do 
suspicion of trick from adverse contr 
medium, this little work is published. 
experiments, and extends over a considera 
To prove that Miss Wood’s mediu 
uine fact, the following case, only re 
m the beginning of her career many years 
knowledge of her powers was only known to her 
and the members of the Newcastle Society fe 
of Spiritualism. ‘ 


“Tux Fist Money raat Miss Woop Rut 
SEANCE.. ’ 


“This was what we called a ‘dark 
seances at this time were held in the 


loose herself, Permission was given. 
much cord and time as he chose to t 
___ to secure the medium and save his & 
con ane at the wrist to the side of th 

the left; noxt he tied the elbows, then 


afterwards passing the cord aroun 
a ll 
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the chair, under and over her shoulders, crossing it over her back, 
and securing the ends behind the chair. He then expressed him- 
self satisfied with this tying, and would give the medium sixpence 
if she or the spirits could undo the tying. I out to state that 
flour was put into her hands as a further test. The table (not a 
small one) stood in the middle of the room, the gas chandelier was 
suspended above the middle of the table; there was quite suffi- 
cient room for two or three chairs between the table and the walls 
on all sides, All being ready, one of the members was requested 
to stand with matches in hand, ready to put out the gas and re- 
light at command, while all the rest of the company took their 
seats. The medium (under control) now gave the word, ‘ Pat out 
the light,’ and in the same breath, ‘ Light up,’ which was done 
instantly, when the medium and chair were found to have been 
lifted on to the table. 

“ After examining the tying, and seeing that all was right, the 
light was again put out and instantly relighted, when the medium 
and chair were found to be on the floor. This was repeated three 
or four times. The medium and chair were now on the table, the 
cords, &c., closely examined, and as Mr. P——was not willing to 
lose his sixpence without having his sixpennyworth, he, in particu- 
lar, examined the fastenings and other precautions against trickery 
very minutely, and expressed his entire satisfaction. It ought to 
be stated that the medium was entranced all the time, and spoke 
under control. Two iron rings, five inches in diameter, made of 
quarter-inch iron, were next laid on the table, and the light ordered 
to be put out and immediately relighted. This was done, and one 

of the iron rings was found to be on the right arm of the medium 
between the tyings on her wrist and elbow. Another close exa- 
mination of the fastenings was now made, with the result of find- 
ing them to be thoroughly secure, and, amidst exclamations of 
astonishment, one person was asking another such questions as 
‘ How did the ring get on to the arm? Matter through matter ! 
Did it pass throug 
tell ? 

“ Order having been restored, and all seated, except Mr.——,who 
stood, match in hand, ready to obey the order, which was given; 


‘Light out,’—‘ Quick, relight,’ but before the light was well out, 


the ring was thrown against the —— wall and fell on the 
floor with a ringing noise. The light was once more ordered to 
be extinguished, and in less than one minute the cords were 
thrown in the face of Mr.———, who at once confessed he was 
beaten, and handed over to Miss Wood the first sixpence she 
received for the exercise of her mediumship. No more severe test 
pet se applied, in a dark seance, than that to which Miss 
Wood was subjected on that occasion, to the complete satisfaction 
of all present. “WILLIAM ARMSTRONG, 


“ Cross Houses, Upper Claremont, Newcastle-on- Tyne. tag 


the arm, or the arm through it?’ Who can 
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At the present time Miss Wood is sitting for materialisations j 
the light, before the members and friends of the same society! 
The following is a report of one of her usual seances, published in 
the Medium and Daybreak, Oct. 25, 1878 : 


“SuccessruL EXPERIMENTAL SEANCE. 


“This morning, Oct. 20, I had the pleasure of witnessing some 
very convincing form manifestations through the medial power of 
Miss OC. E. Wood, at the Newcastle society’s rooms. I will spare 
unnecessary detail, and shortly say that the cabinet, which con- 
| sisted of a curtain suspended across the corner of the room, was in- 
spected by myself and others, both previous to and after the seance, 
The medium sat outside of the cabinet in full view of all the sitters, 
numbering nineteen, the whole of the time, and was never once 
out of their sight. Three forms successively appeared, the first 
purporting to be a woman, who, after several efforts, walked out of 
the cabinet and passed around the medium, and re-entered the 
cabinet on the other side of her. At the solicitation of the sitters 
she repeated this. The next form purported to be a child, who 
came out of the cabinet, and sueceeded in getting about two feet 
clear of ue ner but could not get sound her. Thal last form 
was a one, and purported to be that of a man, but 
sucesed gp per far ir 2 ee 
y improvement I could have wished was for the li , 
to have been stronger; but as it was I could seo all the sitters and 
the medium distinctly, ‘ Pocka’ controlled and ede through the 
medium whilst the last two forms were out. Now the value of 
this to me, Sir, is that I never lost sight of the medium from first 
to last, and I am certain none of the sitters left their seats and 
went into the cabinet.—I am, Sir, yours truly, — : 
« Newcastle-on-Tyne. “AL A, Kersey. 


“We, the undersigned, testify to the correctness of the 
report— 
“John Hare, Chester Oresc. “Jane Hammarbom, Northum 
“Martha Hare, land Street. 

“Nellie Hare, in “Jno. Mould, 12, St. 

“H. Norris, 59, Newgate St. “Jas, Cameron, Gall 

~ “EE, Sanderson, » Mills, . 

“W. ©, Robson, 8, E 


A diagram of the society's seance-room is given at page 49 

this volume. - 
Miss Wood is equally successful in obtaining manife 

i she visits Tonest inveatigatere in theiniaa 

ai instance is quoted from the Medium and Dayb; 
) _— ‘ 
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“A DeceaskD Wirt MaTertabises AND IS Recoanisep 
BY HER HusBAND, 


“To the Editor.—Sir,—I think it my duty to inform the readers 
of your paper of a grand materialisation seance, held at the house 
of Mr. Ridley, Portobello. ‘There were twenty-four persons pre- 
sent, including the medium, Miss Wood, who had sat the same 
morning at Newcastle ; after the seance there, she had to walk to 
Portobello, as no trains run on the Team Valley line on Sundays. 
The weather being very unfavourable, it showed great willingness 
on the part of Miss Wood to walk a distance of seven miles. After 
the medium had received a little refreshment, we all took our seats 
in the room fitted up for the seance. : 

“The medium gaye notice that she was quite willing to sit 
under any reasonable tests that any sitter had a desire to propose 
but as many of us had sat with her before, we were quite convinced 
of the genuineness of her mediumship, therefore, she retired into 
the cabinet. After singing a hymn, ‘ Pocka’ controlled, and held 
a lively conversation with us; then ‘ Pocka’ gave us some singing 


through her medium. 
“ We then commenced singing ; but had scarcely finished, when 


the spirit-form of one of our friends appeared—a lady who had 
pened away some weeks ago, whose name is ‘Mrs. B——.’ Her 
usband who was present, recognised her, and held communication 
with her. After the spirit had shaken hands with some of the 
sitters, she retired to the cabinet. Then from the cabinet came the 
spirit-form of ‘Pocka,’ who talked to us in the direct voice, then 
ted and kissed Mr. Livingston on the cheek; her little, dark 
face felt quite warm, After letting us all see her, she retired to 
the cabinet. Then came the spirit-form of one of Mr. Livingston’s 
guides, who gave his name as ‘ Sepherafer.’ This spirit promised 
through his medium the night before, that he wna materialise 
himself through Miss Wood, and this had not been made known to 
her, He isan ancient Egyptian, and is very tall in stature; his 
height would be about five feet ten inches, which formed a great 
contrast to the form of ‘ Pocka.’’ He then retired to the cabinet 
and we commenced singing. After that re-appeared the form of 
‘ Pocka,’ who requested us to give her the baby of a lady who was 
present, which we gave to ‘ Pocka,’ who carried it to the medium 
in the cabinet, after which she controlled her medium, and told us 
the power was exhausted. Mr. Livingston’s guide then offered up 
an pha and - 2 aie much pleased with what we had 
seen and heard.— Yours tru : ° . 

oe Lancetot Rixey, Chairman. 

« WirraM GARDNER, Secretary, 

“ Joun Lrvinasron, Treasurer, ~ 

“ Portobello, near Chester-le-Street,” : 


—— 
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Miss Wood was not in view, nor fastened on the above occasion : 
but the great difference in the siz> of the physicalised spirits, and 
the fact that one was recognised and that another appeared in 
accordance with a previous promise, is direct evidence of identity, 
even superior to seeing the medium at the same time with the 
spirit, ‘ Pocka,” Miss Wood's spirit-friend, is of small stature—a 
mere child—and black in the face, being a negro or Indian. 
These three very different spirits eepessing within a few minutes 
of one another is corroborative of the results recorded by Mr, 
Kersey above. 

On Sunday morning, March 16, 1879, Mr. John Tyerman, of 
Australia, was present at the usual weekly sitting given by 
Wood, and he thus reports in the Medium for April 4, 1879 :— 

“The morning I was there Miss Wood sat outside of the 
curtains, which formed a sort of cabinet, and was visible to all 
present ; and besides being in sight, she kept speaking, under con 
trol, every minute or two, and especially when any form appeared 
on was taking place, so that there could 


or oth ifestati 
doubt as to her position. 
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MISS WOOD'S MEDIUMSHIP. 
By T, P. Barxas, F.G:S. 


In an article which appeared in the Medium and Daybreak, 
May 4th, 1877, Mr. Barkas said Spiritualism had been investigated 
in Neweastle-on-Tyne for twenty-five years. Prior to 1872 the 
manifestations had taken place in private houses and before select 
circles. In that year a society was formed under the eaten 
of a very old worker in the Cause, Mr. W. Armstrong, for the in- 
vestigation of the phenomena, and in a few months several members 
of the society became developed as mediums. In the year 1575 
it was discovered that two young ladies had very great mediumistic 
power. The one, Miss Wood, was at that time eighteen years of 
age, and the other, Miss Fairlamb, was about a year younger. For 
some trifling remuneration as a compensation for much time spent 
in the interests of the society, the young women devoted them- 
selves to the work, and soon there were not only trance controls, 
but extraordinary movements of tables, chairs, bells, and other 
articles of furniture and musical instruments took place in the dark, 
under test conditions. In 1874 spectral forms of human faces and 
hands presented themselves at the openings of the cabinet in which 
the mediums were enclosed. Then fully developed forms; and, to 
make certain of the genuineness of these phenomena, private 
seances were organised in the houses of well-known gentlemen. 
“ Rigid but friendly tests of many kinds were tried,” says Mr. Bar- 

kas, “and the result was that materialisations took place, which 
nothing but a stubborn prejudice, perfectly inaccessible to the logic 
of facts, could resist or gainsay. 

“T have seen through the mediumship of Miss Wood, in a private 
house, living forms walk from the curtained recess, which it was 
utterly impossible for her to simulate. I have seen children, 
women, and men of various walk forth under her medium- 
ship, I have seen a materialised form and the medium at the 
same time. I have had through her mediumship a childlike form 
slanting beside me for about half an hour together; the child has 
placed its arms around my neck, and permitted me at the same time 
to place my arm around her neck, and has laid its cheek against 
mine, breathed upon my face, and, in fact, caressed me precisely as 
a child would do its parent or guardian. This was not in darkn 
but in light, and in the presence of essors and fellows of one o 
the leading universities in the kingdom. I have, under these con- 
ditions, and after having handled the psychic form, seen it gra- 
pgs vanish or dematerialise, and become inyisible in the middle 

“thin Weed mas br in Gls, 2654s ern 
daughter of Thomas Wood, of this town, ar signe > 
finBie when eho wes young. She vemaained with her parents 
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until she was fourteen years of age, and at that time went to a 
situation, which she occupied until November, 1873, when she 
was engaged as a medium by the Newcastle Society. Her father, 
who is a working mechanic, and an investigator into Spiritualism, 
took her to a meeting of the society, in 1872, which speedily led 
to her development as a medium. She remained as one of the 
society’s mediums until about eight or ten months ago, when she 
withdrew from the society, and is now acting as an independent 
medium for these occult manifestations. Miss Wood's early me-_ 
diumistic experiences were of a very demonstrative kind, principall 
physical, and in the early stage of her mediumship she re Be 
careful and judicious supervision. Her chief controls are referred 
to in the letters of Mr. Adshead, but she is subject to strange con- 
trols, which there is some difficulty in banishing. 


“Tt is of the utmost importance that her mediumship should not 


be injured, and for this purpose she should not sit with very mis- 
cellaneous audiences, stil should be screened from all influences of 
an objectionable kind, as she, like many sensitives, is subject te 


MISS WOOD IN DERBYSHIRE. 
<p> 


[From the Mevrum anv Daybreak, March 9, 1877.] 


About three years ago my friend Mr. Baldwin, of Birmingham, 
informed me that at a recent seance in London he had grasped a 
materialised spirit-hand, and that on the same occasion a spirit- 
form had glided gently to the spot where he sat and had saluted 
him, 

At this statement I greatly marvelled. I could not for a moment 

think of doubting my friend’s honesty, and I hesitated to call in 

uestion his capacity for accurate observation ; nevertheless I felt 
that I could not then believe in his singular experience as a fact. 

T had just seen and read enough of Spiritualism to conyince me 
there was something in it; but between my noviciate standpoint 
and the phenomenon of which my friend had. spoken, there seemed 
to me to lie a whole realm of marvels which would not be easily 
traversed. However, I then determined that, cost what it might 
in time or money, I would not rest until I proved, at least to 
my own satisfaction, whether or not the wonderful story to which 
I had listened was indeed a reality: that satisfaction to be 

grounded upon evidence which could not by any possibility be suc- 
cessfully disputed or overthrown. 

And although I can now boast of a rather full experience in con- 
nection with phenomenal Spiritualism, strange as it may appear, I 
have to confess that until the last month I have not witnessed the 
marvellous phase of materialisation under conditions which in that 
respect left nothing to be desired, and which would justify me in 
saying, I know that the medium could not, either personally or by 
the aid of an accomplice, do what has been done. 

On one occasion I travelled 240 miles in order to attend a seance 
which was to be held under exceptionally good conditions. I had 
not the slightest reason to doubt the integrity of the medium, who 
on that occasion was bound toa large and heavy article of furniture 
in an ante-room which formed the cabinet, and which was divided 
a set of dark curtains from the room in which the circle = 


b 

Five forms walked out from the cabinet, differing in size, gen 
appearance, and dress; there was not the slightest indication that 
we ble i : upon ; bata niga es bettie 
my mind, and ju rom & qui at with a 

Oa eee eine TA. who hed travelled from Oxford to be 
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present that evening—the feeling was shared by him, that the seanca 
would have been more satisfactory still, if the medium had been 
80 secured within a space, under the supervision of all present, as to 
be powerless, and if, while so secured, the forms had walked out 
from the enclosure. ‘his precisely appears to have been the view 
of this matter taken by Colonel Olcott. 

He had spent a considerable time in investigating the medium- 
ship of the Eddy Brothers. He appears to have had the greatest 
confidence in the honesty of the mediums, and the genuineness of 
the phenomena, while his own experience was amply corroborated 
by a large number of respectable witnesses; nevertheless, we find 
him saying, at page 150 of “ People from the Other World,” in 
reference more especially to the phenomenon of dematerialisation, 
“But I confess, upon a question of such great moment, I am not 
satisfied to take even so much as the above and consider the case 


fing 
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The construction of the cage was the next thing to be attended 
to, and as in this was to consist the test, great care was taken so 
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feet high, and four feet wide, were covered with galvanised wire, 
two inches mesh, which was fastened on by staples which were 
driven through from the outside, after which, the frames, the top, 
and bottom were put together by having screws driven in from the 
outside. 

The door which faced the sitters was hung upon hinges, and so 
made that when the medium went inside it would be secured 
with screws. 

It will thus be seen that anyone placed inside was powerless to 
tamper with the screws, as they could only be reached from the 
outside, whilst the wire netting could only be removed by having 
the ce drawn from the outside, and could not possibly be re- 
fastened by anyone inside. 

When the cage was placed in the position it was to occupy, it 
was found that two sides stood close against a solid wall in which 
there was not a flaw ; one side of the cabinet was formed by another 
side of the cage 5 whilst the front was the door, which was at all 
times in full view of the sitters. The curtains which were to form 
the cabinet were then hung, and on the completion of the whole, 
the most severely exacting were compelled to admit that if pheno- 
mena were obtained om such a test, there could be but one 
opinion as to their production. : 

On Monday, January 29th, Miss Wood arrived in Belper, accom- 

ied Miss Coltman, a 


young lady whose Fromiice we were 
told would be ppb ei to our seances, Under the circum-— 
stances we would rather Wood had come alone, but we did 
not object to the presence of her companion, feeling quite confident 
that, in conducting the experiments on which we were about to 
enter, we could hold our own ; indeed, after the first night it was 
discovered that Miss Coltman was not in any sense a factor in the 
blems awaiting solution. 

She sang for us very sweetly, and we were all pleased to look 
upon her happy smiling face, but beyond contributing thus to our 
enjoyment, her share in anything that was done was nil; for 
when, as a tionary measure, she was asked to occupy a seat 
far removed from the cage and cabinet, she instantly complied, and 
there remained during the whole of the seance. I mention this 
because I have been asked if Miss Wood had not a companion, 
and if she did not in some way help in the production of phe- 
~ 0. rs : 

or: 
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seance-room, in which she had not been before. On being asked 
what she thought of the cage, she said, “It was a fine test,” but 
could not give an opinion as to whether or not we would be suc- 
cessful in obtaining the phenomena we desired under such severe 
conditions, as she had never before satin a cage for materialisation, 
but that in six seances, with good surroundings, it ought to be 
proved whether or not it could be done. 

All being ready, Miss Wood entered the cage and seated herself 
in the chair; she was not bound to the chair. The door we screwed 
up, and the curtain dropped before it; the table was placed against 
the cage door, and my chair behind the table and also- against the 
cage door, as I was determined there should be neither egress nor 
ingress without my knowledge. 

After such elaborate preparation, and remembering that expec- 
tation had been on tiptoe, and that several then present were hoping 
that evening to have the dream ef years fulfilled, that they would 
be able to see what they had long desired to look upon—the crown 
put upon the brow of phenomenal Spiritualism—by seeing, hearing, 
and feeling a materialised spirit-form, it might seem chilling and 
disappointing in the extreme to be told, after sitting about two 
hours, that nothing could be done that night. However, such was 
the case. 

“ Pocka,” the watchful and ever attendant guide of the medium, 
told us that materialisation that night under such conditions could 


and passivity from the first moment to the 
ting, feeling, that they had been assisting 
ich might deserve, but could not command 


the chair on which the 
@ and placed behind the 
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medium at such a distance from each other that, supposing the 
stitches had been severed by any means, the hands could not haye 
been mutually helpful in placing matters as they were. Thus con- 
ditioned, the medium was as thoroughly secured as mediums 
generally are for materialisations; and while we felt that pheno- 
mena obtained under such a test would be exceedingly difficult to 
account for on any sceptical theory, we were agreed to accept any 
manifestations which might occur as simply preparatory to those 
which we hoped would be given under conditions more severe. 

The circle was a large one, amongst the number being our good 
friend Mr. G. Lee, of Ripley. The time passed pleasantly, in 
singing, in a comparison of notes by friends, and in general dis- 
cussions, the subjects for which were suggested by “ Pocka,” or 
one of the sitters, usually by our excellent and earnest brother 
Mr. S. Smedley—such talks, unlike discussions generally, tending 
to create and sustain a pleasant interest and healthy feeling. 

We were then told to lower the light, join hands, and sing. — 
After passing twenty minutes thus, the pte were seen slowy 


ybed in sheen vestments was ¥ 
form came forward, 
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After endeavouring for an hour to fill the programme of the 
evening, as on the two former occasions, by singing and chatting, 
“ Pocka” being one of the most lively and entertaining of the con- 
tributors, we were told that materialisation could not be effected 
with the cage door fastened. 

Here was a fine opportunity for men of the Lankester type to 
say, “I told you so; the medium cannot get out of the cage, and 
therefore the thing cannot be done.” An equally fine opportunity 
tor the hypercritical objector to say, “If spirits can work with the 
door partially opened, why cannot they work with it screwed 
up.” The criticism is unreasonable, for he has no proof that 
they cannot do both one and the other, inasmuch as he has not 
yet exhausted or got the full measure of the power in question. 
Spivit-power, like any other, is a conditioned quantity; results 

being entirely governed by conditions. We therefore, while we 
had fixed a point, to reach which we would make every effort in 
attempting to reach it, were quite willing to adopt the tions, 
and carry out the instructions of our friends on the other side. 
The cage door was therefore at once opened toa width of six 
inches, the door was fixed at this width of opening by the table 
being placed against it; and asI sat against the table, had the 
slightest attempt been made to open the door still wider, with the 
exactness of a barometer must the fact have been made known 


joined hands, we sat for about an hour, when, while we were 
singing one of our favourite hymns, we were startled by a lady 


out 


clairvoyant vision 
pace beyond the curtain 
whence came forth 


head being covered 
1 below the waist, a 
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longer and altogether more substantial. The form did not speak, 
but by certain signs given in response to questions asked, we inferred 
we had before us, objectively, the spirit previously seen clairvoy- 
autly, but in reference to that point the evidence was not strong 
enough to justify the friends present in aflirming that such was the 
case. 

Nothing more was done that evening. On examining the cage 
door it was found that the opening had not been increased; on 
going inside, the medium was discovered entranced, whilst the 
tapes and seals were in all respects as we had left them. 

The results were certainly in advance of any previously obtained, 
but we had still to acknowledge that our test had not been realised, 
and it only therefore remained that we address ourselves to further 
experiment. 

Precisely at seven o'clock on Thursday evening, February Ist, 
our circle met. For the most part it was composed as before, the 
fresh elements introduced, as the event proved, were not in any 
sense prejudical, 

After laying aside her walking jacket, and throwing her shawl 
round her shoulders, Miss Wood entered the cage, was bound and 
sealed in her chair, as before, after which the | 
screwed up, bans <a 

An examination of the cabinet proved there wa: 
but the bare floor and the curtains hung round. :, 

The medium was soon controlled by “ Pocka,” who informed us 
the conditions were good. More than an hour was spent in the 
usual way, that is, in doing whatever would best serve to produce 
and sustain a harmonious atmosphere. We were then told to 
Tower the light, join hands, and sing,—“ Pocka” adding “ Benny 
‘a ; him tink him able terialise with cage door fast.” This 

ormation of course we were delighted to receive. Nor had we 


him 
again. While we were doing so the 
SOR form was scen bokinds In antl 


9 


thus favoured, Mr. Smedley remarking that “ Benny” gave hima 
grip which made him wince. I handed him a two-foot rule which 
lay on the table, with this he proceeded to tap some of the sitters 
on the head; then, taking a bundle of small cords from the table, 
he laid the scourge right lustily on the shoulders of a young 
gentleman who had asked to be so treated. 

The large musical box of which I have spoken, weighing 35 lbs., 
had been placed on the floor, close to the curtain; this he wound 
up with amazing celerity and set it going. After it had played a 
few tunes, he picked if up without any apparent difficulty, and 
carried it behind the curtains; returning again, he walked out 
towards the sitters forming the first circle, taking the hands of 
several, and then, to prove he was not such “stuff as dreams are 
a of,” he jumped about, causing the floor most sensibly to 
shake, 

After “Benny” retired, “ Pocka” making an effort, managed 
for a moment to show herself between the curtains, and had then 
to relinquish the attempt, not having Pinos todo more. As I felt 
certain would be the case, we found the cage door screwed up, 
and the medium inside entranced, the tapes uncut, and the se 
unbroken, : 

It is therefore a fair question to ask, Whence came the forms on 
which we had looked, which our own hands had handled, and 
which, so far as our senses would enable us to judge, had all the 
physical attributes of our common humanity ? 

I do not put the case too strongly when I say, if it was not the 
medium—and who will dare to say or undertake to prove it was—it 
could not under the circumstances, by any conceivable possibility, 
have been a human being, or in other words an aid or confederate. 

The seance on Friday evening, Feb. 2nd, at which the usual 
number of sitters were present, was in some of its features similar 
to the one held on Wednesday evening, inasmuch as after the 
medium had been secured in the usual way, it was found that 
materialisation could not be effected with the cage door fast. In 
one sense this was u»fortunate, as three or four persons were 
present who, having been told of the wonderful test obtained on 

) 3 evening, were most anxious to see the experiment 


| of life, which come before us daily for 
makes the difference calidad ae and cannot 
cely appreciable, t, therefore, it cannot 
tin a ron lop rae laws we know so 
ing out to a successful issue pheno- 
ience,” that which makes the 
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Howeyer, so it was, and according to instructions the screws 


were drawn, and the cage door opened six inches, and fixed 
that width by having the table placed against it. 4 ward 


Leaving the absolute test out of the question, the results of this 
evening's seance were in all respects as satisfactory as those of any 
previous sitting, if not more so; for we were made to realise that 
the poet, who, to millions, seemeth but a dreamer—one who, in his 


sweetest measures telleth but an idle tale—may nevertheless be a 
prophet, who in sublime strains recounts the possibilities of human 
experience ; for we were made, not to sing of it asa drawing-room 
recreation, but to know it as a fact, that 


Then the forms of the departed 
Enter at the open door— 

The beloved ones, the true-hearted, 
Come to visit me once more. 


With a slow and noiseless footstep, 
Come the messengers divine ; 

Take the vacant chair beside me, 
Lay their gentle bands in mine. 


tsteps, “a messen, whose 
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che stood about as high as the table, and yet her dress was as 
peautifully adjusted as that of‘any who had preceded her. 

Seating herself on the ground near the musical box, she com- 
menced to play upon it very sweetly indeed. She did not wind 
the box up, bat passing her fingers over the steel comb, drew forth 
very beautiful and plaintive sounds, This done, for lack of power 
our little friend had to leave us, and although in parting from her 
we could not say in the sense in which the words are generally used, 
“Dust to dust, ashes to ashes,” we felt assured that in afew minutes 
she would be as truly lost to us as if the grave had hidden her from 
our sight. Wondrous law! marvellous chemistry ! in accordance 
with which the elements, which in a short time and for a brief 
perita the spirit has been able to gather around herself, enabling 
ier to stand before us a “real presence,” had been as quickly dissi- 
pated, floated off into thin air, and with unerring certainty, found 

their way back whence they came. 

The seance on Saturday evening, February 3rd, was well at- 
tended, twenty-eight persons being present, amongst the number was 
Mr. Sowray, our postmaster. As his duties would not permit him 
to be present until an hour after the seance commenced, the guides 
of the medium allowed the doors to be opened for his admission, 
and I was glad that the concession had been made, as he, as an in- 
vestigator, had the opportunity of witnessing materialisation under 
as severe a test as 3 think it would be possible to apply—the 
medium being secured to her chair with tapes and seals, and the 
cage door screwed up. Before the form appeared we were told by 
“Pocka,” that the spirit who materialised on Wednesday evening 

would again come out of the cabinet. The spirit referred to was 
supposed to be the wife of a gentleman then present. 

The sight as the figure eme from behind the curtains, was 
one never to be forgotten. Taller considerably than the medium,. 
her snowy white garments hung about her person with an infinite 
grace, and we all felt ([ say it without exaggeration) that our 
visitor from the higher spheres stood before us a model of beauty,. 
as far as form and attire were concerned, such as it would have 
been the joy of an artist’s heart to place upon his canvas. 

The spirit seemed to possess much more power and confidence 
former visit. Going almost at once to where her niece 


meone sitting behind, in 
was thrown back, dis- 
as marble. 
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spirit, and without 
init b 


Mf 
med by many 


12 


little acts, trifling apparently in themselves, but signific nse 
taken in connection ath a declaration. ° gnificant when 

She remained with us a considerable time, and just before going 
taking the hand of Mr. H. Wheeldon’s little daughter, she led her 
back towards the cabinet, then folding her in her robes, she stooped 
down and kissed her, then retired. 

No other manifestation occurred; on examination we found the 

door screwed up, the medium entranced, tapes uncut, and 

seals unbroken. 

Thus for a second time, under a test as complete as can be de- 


vised, we had proved that to be possible which learned men tell 
us is impossible, 


Me this great marvel is amongst the “ things which are hid 
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table being placed against it, and we had not long to wait before a 
form differing slightly from both “ Benny” and “ Meggie,” and 
reatly from the spirit who appeared on the previous evening, 
came from behind the curtains, he: 

It was manifest that this was work to which the spirit had not 
been accustomed. After advancing and retiring several times, 
more confidence seemed to be acquired ; gradually drawing clear of 
the cabinet, with cautious step, the spirit glided towards a gentleman 
sitting near me, and stood near him for some time. It soon trans- 
pired, that one from whom he had parted years before, and with 
whom in the interval he had held communion through the medium- 
ship of Mrs. Hitchcock and others, had that morning managed to 
demonstrate the fact that she still lived, in a manner more 
impressive than ever. It was his wife; of that fact he had no 
doubt, and we shared in his joy. She afterwards told her husband, 


through Mrs. Hitchcock, that she bad thus manifested, and 
further, that she had been most anxious to bring with. her the 
two children, who were with her in spirit-life, er 

but had found it impossible to do so; however she quite ho 
that on some future occasion even this would be accomplished. 

The details of the seance need not be further described, suffice 
it to say that at the close we found the cage door as fixed, the 
medium entranced, the tapes uncut, and the seals unbroken. 

We returned home, thanking God for the experience of the 
week, that the full and bright complement of all the glad m 
we had ever received had come to us in a knowledge of the fact 
that the dear friends whom we had buried out of our sight, still 

live beneath brighter skies and happier surroundings than any they 
had known upon earth; and that they were able to return froin 
their bright abode, not only to tell us of their own state, and to 
incite us to purity of life and high spiritual aspiration, as a sure 
means of redemption from evil, but also to announce the most 
glorious of all , that the great sea of human life, which is 
for ever “ ng on the shore,” is illustrative to an 
and had ever come within the 
ower, the wisdom, and the 
Ne the grave there was 
progression for every 
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[2rom the Meprum anv Daytrrax, March 23, 1877.] 


Tn continuation of my narrative I have to say that Miss Wood 
having decided to prolong her stay in Derbyshire, accepted the 
invitation of friends in Derby, to give materialisation seances 
there. Thither accordingly she and Miss Coltman went on Monday 
Feb. 5th, 

Tn this connection, I think it is only justice to Miss Coltman to 
say that her presence on the scene had reference exclusively to 
ives Wood's comfort when absent from home and amongst 
strangers. The medium having with her, both day and night, a 
loved and pleasant companion, is, as all Spiritualists know, if not 
an absolute necessity, an excellent preparation for a successiul 
seance. Thisis the sense in which it was said Miss Coltman’s 
services would. be an advantage to our circles, and in that sense 
undoubtedly they were. 

It was arranged to hold the first seance on the following 
at the residence of Mrs, Ford. In the afternoon of that 

ozen friends met there for tea, Miss Wood be 
umber w h ed he 
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which cannot be accounted for on any theory known to the schools 
of mere material science, while the representatives of these schools 
on the other hand say, “If the eaaie you describe have 

by methods, easily explained 


occurred, they haye been produce: ily e 
and easily repeated, which haye escaped your observation,” aud that 


without offering a shadow of proof in Cg hh of what they say. 
Unscientific and illogical as this position is, Dr. Carpenter advances 
one which is more ridiculous still, by virtually claiming that the 
man of small opportunity for investigating spiritual A ee is 
better qualified to judge of their true character, than the man 
who, having large opportunity, has made a good use of it. For, 
alluding to the experiments of Mr. Crookes, he says, Mr. Crookes 
had made the most interesting discovery of the radiometer, but if 
he had used the same skill in inven the other classes of the 
phenomena, he thought that he would have been led to see them 
from a different point of view.” 3 

Leaving Mr. Crookes to deal with this ieft-handed ee aa teal 
as he may, I take leave to say, that, without making the slightest 
pretention to # scientific training, I am in every respect as well 
qualified as any physiologist or physicist in the land to decide the 

uestion, on its merits, as to whether or not a table rises from the 
floor, whether or not the levitation is produced by a vulgar trick, 
and whether or not my mental condition was such as to enable 
me at the time to form a correct opinion. 

It is this unwillingness on the part of sceptical scientists, to 
grant to those who differ from them in this matter the same 
ability for correct observations which they claim for themselves, 
that has fairly exposed them to the with rebuke which is 
administered in the following paragraph, whi peared in the 
Banner of Light, of Feb, 17th, under the caption “ Another Grand 
Exposure !” 

“Jo Cose states that he has met a highly educated man, who 
declares that the prevalent belief, that exists a European 
continent is one of the most stupendous delusions of this deluded 


«er London and Paris never hell ail eeiaeannenant the blaine 


of befuddled perambulating swindlers. Ships that are said to go 
to Europe do no such thing, but sail in circles of a thousand 
miles in diameter. Passengers in these fondly imagine they 
Jand in the ports of great cities, and are into the idea that 
they travel in lands beyond the sea, while the real fact is, they do 
not leave the yessel until they disembark at the place from which 


Ons genom avere that the Gelneieis came ez tbe olbotr- 


water on which the ship floats, pr ee oeee ett, 


tion of the molecular muscles. 
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“The gentleman alluded to proposes to devote his life and 
energies to the exposure of this wide-spread and ‘ pestilent delu- 
sion,’ that has for centuries despoiled the world of its best minds.” 

It is perhaps questionable whether even such satire carries a 
sting for minds that are proof against a simple and honest recital 
of facts, such as'that of which 1am about to speak. 

Asis ever the case when I am privileged to share the hospitality 
of our kind hostess, during tea our conversation ran along merrily 
asa “peal of marriage-bells ” when suddenly the table rose from the 
floor, Assuch an upheaval was no child’s play, L asked if it was 
“ Benny ” who was thus operating, when three tremendous blows 
were given with the leg of the table nearest to where I sat, 
The work appeared to be done with as much ease as though I 
had struck the floor three times with a waliing-stick. 

The movements of the table increased to a degree which com- 
pelled us, in order to prevent our tea from being spilt, to raise 
our cups a-considerable distance above its surface. ‘The table did 
not always rise at a point near the medium, bat sometimes at a 
considerable distance from her. Again it would’ move rapidly 
along the floor and back again, which motion could only be ee 
duced by pushing or pulling, which most assuredly was not done 
by any one sitting round the table, while the intelligence connected 
with the movements was demonstrated, by answers to a number — 
of questions being given, by means of direct raps, or distinct move- 
ments of the table. ; : : 

_Had a student of dynamics been present, he would, I think, if 

his opinion had been asked of Miss Wood's power, looking at Ler 

, simply asa weight-lifting machine, have said, “I think it would 

be very difficult, if not impossible, for so smali and slender a young 

lady, even if she stood on her feet and used both her hands for 

the purpose, to move the table as it has been moved;” and his 

opinion would have been quite correct, for so heavy is the table in 

uestion, when the room came to be cleared for the seance it required 

ee individuals to transfer it to the drawing-room. So 

that Dr. Carpenter's two theories, “ self-deception and inten- 

tional deception,” must be confined to those present, exclusive of 

_ the medium. But to suggest that the latter was the procuring 
Ne cause of the manifestations is simply an insult. Amusement was ' 
= not their “ holy grail.” As well talk of children playing at “blind = 
’s buff” around their mother's grave, as talk th whose 
devoting time and sp: ding tin 

bar e investigations in fovobtain evidence 0 
4 y other conclusion to which the phenomena leg 
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Lutter, to discover where their kind offices were required, and 
from the variety spread before them, choose their food on the 
soundest dietetic principles. If there own senses were faithful, 
if they were to be trusted in regard to this larger service, it is not 
presumption to say they were perfectly reliable when they testi- 
tied to the fact that the table did move, and when they enabled us 
carefully to observe and minutely describe its movements. 

After tea the room was cleared for the seance; a cabinet was 
formed by suspending from a rod fixed near the ceiling, a set of 
dark curtains, which completely enclosed one corner of the room. 
In the cabinet was placed an easy-chair for the medium, leaving 
room enough for materialisation purposes, 

Eighteen persons were present, amongst the number were two 
gentlemen who had seen little or nothing of spiritual phenomena 
and were sceptical in reference to this its grandest phase. 

Before the friends assembled, Mrs. Ford, aforetime an exceed- 
ingly sceptical lady, and etill a severely critical investigator, said, 
“As we cannot have your cage test here, 1am most anxious to 
apply one that would be to me, and I think, to other friends also 
almost as satisfactory, and that is, that Miss Wood go up stairs 

with me, and allow me to undress and redress her, so that in the 
event of a form or forms walking out of the cabinet robed in white, 
we may feel quite assured that the medium took nothing into the 
cabinet with her, which would account for such an appearance.” 
Miss Wood, when asked by Mrs. Ford if she would submit to 
such a test, replied: “I have not yet done so, but lam quite 
willing to do so to-night.” 

On coming down stairs dressed in Mrs. Ford's dark clothes, she 
at once entered the cabinet, and was secured to the easy-chair by 
having tapes stitched round her wrists, which were in turn stitched 
to the chair, and then nailed to the skirting-board, the stitches on 
chair and nail being sealed. 

The first hour or two spent at one of these seances is pretty 
much like all first hours so spent, in singing and conversation, 
tending to create a pleasant and harmonious feeling. It was so 
this evening. When an hour anda half had passed we were told 
to lower the light and join hands, 

Notwithstanding all I had witnessed during the previous week, 
I was as deeply interested as anyone present in the success of the 
test which was then being applied. : 

Eyer since the time when some wild seseming writer in one of 
the te cred papers did his best to strangle 
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the chemist when the result of his experiment begins to manifest 
itself, that I saw the curtains move. 

Ina minute or two afterwards, at the extreme end of the cabinet 
there came forth from behind the curtains, a form robed in white, 
It was “ Meggie,” the beautiful end gentle spirit who had before 
manifested at Belper. She lingered near the fireplace, leaning on 
the mantelpiece. The skirt of her snowy white dress fell in ample 
folds on the floor, while her head, arms, and shoulders were 
covered with a garment of the same material, which reached to her 
knees, Seating herself on the ground, she took a musical album 
which lay near at hand, and without winding it up, by a method 

culiar to those who have dwelt even for a brief time amid the 

igher and diviner harmonies, drew from it strains, which its 
mechanism had certainly not been arranged to give forth. Rising 
to her feet, as far as her strength would permit, she went from one 


to another, complying with very earnest requests to be touched. 
Having asked her if she would write a few lines for Mrs. Ford, sh 


approached and took from me the paper and pencil wh 


| provided, and si 


stoo: 


ock, the collar having a piece of string through it, which 
age to have nailed to the floor and sealed. . 

This incident occasioned a temporary excitement and inharmony, 
which caused “ Pocka,” who held control of the medium, to say 
she was afraid they could not manifest that evening, and the 
meeting had better be broken up. eo 

Two or three of the friends left the house, the others remaining 
to reflect on what had passed—the sceptical feeling, doubtless, that 
their scepticism had not been lessened, whilst those who were 
better versed in the philosophy of the occult felt that another 
practical lesson had been given, setting forth the absolute neces- 
sity of giving to those who come to “roll away the stone from the 
door of the sepulchre” the conditions, without which they can- 
not do their work. 

In about half an hour the friends were informed that if they 
chose to re-arrange themselves in circle, and would preserve har- 
mony, the guides of the medium would try what could be done, 
adding that they had decided the medium should submit to the 
additional test which had been suggested. The collar was then 
placed round the medium’s neck and locked, the string being 
nailed to the floor and sealed. 

In a short time my brother was asked to enter the cabinet, when 
he found the medium’s neck so swollen that the collar had to be 
removed at once. Instead of the lock being again affixed, the 
collar was stitched round the neck, leaving feetard enough, but 
still so tight as to make it impossible to it over the head. 
The part stitched was sealed, after which the collar was sewn to 
the medium’s dress, and the string again nailed and sealed. 

After waiting a little longer than the usual time, ‘ Meggie,” the 
spirit who had manifested at the former seance, again walked 
slowly out of the cabinet. As before, she was robed from head to 
foot in long, flowing white garments. 

Herein lay @ triumph greater than had ever been achieved by 
ezar or king when they had brought nations to their feet, for, as 
one from out the serried ranks of the immortals who are contend- 
ing for the truth, “Meggie” came, the friends saw, and she con- 

quered, no room being left for doubt as to the genuineness of the 
manifestation. 

The details of the seance need not be dwelt upon; suffice it to 
say she “showed herself alive by many infallible proofs.” 

n this age of conflict with, and triumph over, the forces of 
nature, men ay be found who, in their ambition born of success, 
have come to regard the word impossible, 


ity and 


20 


passed through an opening measuring nine inches; neither can a 
dark suit of woollen clothes, in the absence of chemical and 
mechanical ogee by man’s skill and dexterous manipulation 
be transformed into garments white and soft, rivalling in their 
texture the productions of the finest looms. 

Therefore, when the cabinet was entered, and the medium found 
dressed in the dark-clothes, and bound to the floor by the collar 
stitched and sealed, all were compelled to admit it was zmpossible 
the medium could have done what had been done. 

I may be reminded of the wonderful transformations and mar- 
vellous escapes from bonds exhibited by the professors of leger- 
demain. I reply—Whole continents of difference lie between 
doing and seeming to do, and this is precisely the corner in which 
conjurers will take very good care not to allow themselves to be 
fixed. I am pleased to be able to add that at the close of the 
seance the two sceptical gentlemen referred to, with the greatest 
frankness admitted that their test had been complied with, and 
that they were quite convinced of the honesty of medium and — 

the f the phenomena. ; 
the Belper friends to ae 
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- th swoon. Thinking she was, perhaps, more deeply 
on bo 8 ban usual, I said nothing. She must have remained in 
i for nearly a quarter of an hour, as not the slightest 


that condition 
movement was heard, : = 
Then “Pocka” took control, and informed us the conditions 


were bad; that in coming to the seance some drunken men had 
jostled against the medium ; that spirits who had been drunkards 
in earth-life were present, and their influence would prevent any 
manifestations taking place that evening; that on being bound, 
the medium had been controlled by a spirit who had committed 
suicide by poison, and that she had been injuriously affected by 
the control; that the cage must be opened, and the medium re- 
leased at once, taken home under control, and put to bed. This 
was done, and she remained under control until a late hour. 

Some might say it was an evening lost. Not so; for out of 
our disappointment grewa lesson often inculcated before, and driven 
home that night with more than mortal eloquence : ish the 
drink from your midst; do what you can to prevent its victims 
from being sent prematurely, or at all, into the “land of souls ;” 
then will your hours of spirit-communion be secure against such 
unwelcome yisitation. 

‘We were afterwards informed by those who accompanied 
Miss Wood to the seance, that in passing along the street, two 
drunken men rushed from the on to the pavement, nearly 
knocking the medium down. This fact, to those who know any- 
thing of sensitives and the laws which gare mediumship, will 
be premiss enough on which to build a theory which will account 
for the peculiar occurrences of the evening. 

On Stare 6 Feb. 14th, in the afternoon, Miss Wood, acting 
on the advice of her guides, went in company with three friends to 
the seance-room, had the door and windows open to promote 
ventilation, and then sat for about an hour in the cage, 

In the evening we met as usual, Twenty persons were t. 
the medium was secured as before and cage screwed up, Although 
the conditions were greatly improved, we were informed that the 
medium had not altogether recovered from the bad influences of 
the evening before, but as the medium’s own band had full control 
they hoped to be able to manifest. We were exhorted to be as 
passive as possible, and thus aid those who were working on the 
other side. But after doing their best, they found they were not 

to the conditions which had been imposed, for “ Pocka” 
us they would not be able to materialise with ae cae 


inches, and the 
time, with more than 


and I think everyone present felt, that her magnetism was a baptism 
of sweet influences; her every movement betokened the gentleness 
and refinement of her nature, and every act she was able to perform 
her deep sympathy and love. Approaching Master Edwin Smedley, 
she tool him up in her arms, carried him back to the cabinet, 
kissed him, and then replaced him in his chair. Whether in doing 
so she had overtaxed her powers, I know not, but immediately 
after, it came to pass that as she stood against the dark curtains, 
a great change took place in her appearance, it was as if the rays 
of the sun had suddenly been brought to bear upon a pile of snow, 
she seemed to be melting away, I exclaimed, “See, the form is 
dematerialising.” Having decreased about two feet in height, and 

roportionally in breadth, the process stopped, and gradually the 
‘orm rose again into its former proportions. Coming away from 
the cabinet, I offered her my hand which she took. I then asked 
if she would kindly write a few lines, when, taking the pencil and 


paper from me, she bent over the table and wrote :— 


“My dear Friends,—I have got a little more power, I am very 
glad to be with Abe once more; go on in your good work, and 


will help you all « Good night. Mrears,” 


She then retired, and the veil which hides the 
from our-sight dropped between the two worlds. 
After ‘singing another hymn, “ Pocka” in 
“ Bretimo,” an Italian i ‘and the pri 
Brown, of Howden-le-Wear, had been 
found he would not beable to do so then; he wou 
morroy ing, and nepal be more successful, Sh 
is ist siton Thursday for the cage test, on 
6 cabinet with medium in the 
outside with medium in 
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care door was screwed up, the curtain dropped before, and the 
tuble placed against it. 

The seance proved to be a grand one, the best I ever attended or 
have heard of. There were twenty-two ‘persons present, and the 
conditions all that could be desired. 

For about an hour “ Pocka” sang for, and chatted with us ; she 
made the time pass pleasantly by relating in her own inimitable 
style, portions of her experience with other investigators ; in asking 
questions which were sometimes difficult to answer, and in 
discoursing, not only sensibly, but philosophically, on «subjects 
which have often puzzled older and more preteritious students. 
We were then told to lower the light a little, join hands, and sing. 
We had not long to wait, before the curtains opened, and “Benny” 
walked out. He appeared to have considerable power, his form 
was ‘erect, and his step firm. I offered him an apple; he at once 
stretched out his hand and took it; he was h to bite a piece 
out of it; walking close up to me, he placed the piece in my mouth. 
In this:manncr the apple was divided into about six pieces, which 
were in succession placed in the mouths of as many different 
persons. A friend gave him a biscuit, which he brought and 
et in my mouth; another gave him an orange, with his teeth 

e tore the rind off, and dividing it into'a good many parts, gave 
a portion to such as were within reach, until all were disposed of. 
Then in response to numerous requests, “ Benny ” walked close up 
to the front circle, and stretching forth his hand, permitted ‘those 
behind to touch or shake it, After dancing for about’five minutes, 
during which the floor shook, he retired. 

Not much time passed before the ‘curtains opened again, and 
there stood between them a form robed in white, not so tall as 
“ Benny,” but broader in the chest. The spirit seemed timid, and 
did not advance bys the curtains. Having been told that he 
would materialise if possible, I said, “ Isit ‘Bretimo’?” The head 
me towed >. response. jee loft, 

iss Saunders, a young Jady sitting on my left, said, “If it is 

‘ Bretimo,’ be "ind enough to give the test you promised.” 
ely, the spirit in a deep sonorous voice said, “Good 

| salution when aboot pate an address through 
“ Quite right,” said Miss Saunders, upon 


that about a week: sly Mr. Brown 
imo,” who told Wheeldon, Mrs. 
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She had much more power than when she manifested before. We 
were deeply interested by her efforts to sustain a conversation, 
The voice was pitched low, and yet sharp, and was without the 
slightest modulation. I at once recognised it as the same T had 
heard at a seance given by Misses Wood and Fairlamb (two names 
that should always have ‘been linked together as far as their con- 
nection with Spiritualism is concerned) at 15, Southampton Row, 
I also soon discerned the general movements of the little psychic 
to be similar to those of the tiny spirit-form which allowed Mrs, 
Everitt, at the seance in question, to go and sit down beside thi 
curtains and caress her; “ Pocka” taking from Mrs. Everi 
pereecl, with which she playfully struck those immediately arou 

er. F 
The contrast in point of size between “ Pocka” and 
was most remarkable. The outline of the robed figure 
proved that the form stood erect, and when, reaching 

and, [ asked her to kiss it, the little head was bent fo 
the warm lips pressed upon it, in addition to whi 
minutes, she jumped about, proving she had the 
constrained use of arms and legs; and all this whi 
was screwed up in the cage, and sealed in the ch 


herself in such a position that, had she the 


appliances, she could represent the differe 

upon, and then return to the condition in 

cage, ae and seals being found as wher 
Id, to 


—wou me, be almost as gr 
which could be done. ped, 
with the i 

have boas 
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Neither I nor my friend have any great liking for challenges of 
this description. We make the offer simply to prove our con- 
fidence in what we believe to be the truth, and our willingness, 
should we be the subjects of delusion or imposture, to pay hand- 
somely for having our eyes opened. ; 

At the close of the seance the heavy drugget which hung be- 
fore the cage door had to be removed, and the screw-driver 
brought into requisition before the medium could be released. 
She was found entranced, and the tape and seals intact. : 

On the following morning, Friday, Feb. 16th, I accompanied 
Miss Wood to the photographic studio of Mr. Booth, in this town, 
for the purpose of trying to obtain a spirit-picture of “ Pocka.” 
Miss Wood sat two or three times without success. I then 
suggested that it might make a difference if the medium was the 
operator. Miss Wood placing her hands upon a book, “ Pocka” 
was asked if it would; three raps were immediately given. 
Encouraged by this reply, Miss Wood, instructed by Mr. Graham, 
the manager, proceeded to clean a plate, she then collodionised it, 
placed it in the bath, and when ready, in the carrier and camera. 

I sat for my likeness. Before the plate was taken into the 
developing room, “ Pocka” was asked if she had done anything, 
she rapped, “* Yes.” This we could scarcely believe , however, on 
opening the carrier, there were marks on the plate, as if two fingers 
had been drawn across the film, removing it, and gathering it into 
a layer near the edge of the plate. The em was placed ina 
repeating back cumera. In the picture on the side where the film 
was disturbed, my right leg was almost invisible, being veiled in a 
dense aura or fog, while the picture on the other side is perfectly 
distinct and clear. 

Another plate was prepared by Miss Wood, and treated in all 

cts like the former one, with a similar result, 
hile the third plate was being cleaned by Miss Wood, Mr. 
Booth, the proprietor of the studio, and a sceptic came in; the 
two plates were shown to him, and it was explained how the 
marks had been obtained. With evident interest, he watched 
Miss Wood’s movements, until he saw the plate placed in the 
carrier, without a mark of any kind uponit, After the portrait 
been taken, and before the plate was removed from the 
ara, “ Pocka” was asked if she had done anything, she rapped, 
Haye you scratched ‘the film? She rapped, “ Yes.” 
Booth, Mr. Graham, and myself went into developing 
¢ the carrier, we found that a portion of the 
red as if by a pag ken ing been placed flatl 
drawn upwards. Mr. Booth looked very muc 
d him if he could offer any explanation, he 
f nothing that will explain it. 
as pre] , and treated in precisely the same 
removed from the camera, the question was 
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again asked if anything had been done. “ Pocka ” rapped out “ No,” 
On opening the carrier, the plate was found as free from marks ag 
when placed in it. 

Altogether twenty-one plates were prepared and operated upon, 
on five of these there were no marks, and in every instance before 
the plate was removed from the camera, we were told that nothing 
had been done; onthe remainder there were marks of one kind 
or another, and in every instance, before the plate was removed 
from the camera, we were told by raps that something had been 
done, 


PHOTOGRAPH OF MR. W. P. ADSIRAD, 


Showing a mark in the film made by the spirit “Pocka,” while 
the plate was in the camera at tho time the photograph was 
taken. It is a fac-simile of the 21st plate, er ee 


When the tenth plate had been prepared, and placed in the 
apply ao eee 5 


camera, I suggested it might be well to 
I therefore asked “ Pocka” if she would make a mark | 
plate, and then across it; she rapped, she would try. E 
plate was removed from the camera, she was asked 
one so, she rapped, “No.” Have you done anything P * 
opening the carrier it was found that a nh plecer 
been drawn down the centre of the plate, and a L 


27 


of the film had been removed, as if a finger had been 


— there for the purpose of drawing it across, but had not been 


able Jo 80. P 
hes ha eleventh plate, had been prepared, she was again 


asked to try and make the mark down the plate, and across. DBe- 
fore the plate was removed from the camera, she was asked if she 
had done so, she rapped, “ Yes,” and sure enough, Ot the carrier 
heing opened, there was the mark I had asked her to produce. 
This experiment was successfully repeated on the twenty-first 
late. . 
: In connection with the eighteenth plate, the results were most 
remarkable, In all respects it was treated as the others. 
Our postmaster, Mr. Sowray, sat for his likeness, On inquiring, 
we were told something had been done: on development, there 
was seen to be a dark mass resting on Mr. Sowray’s knee, and 
covering the whole of the right side of his person. It was not 


oa 


sufficiently defined to enable us to say what it was. 
on ou 


‘We were told to put the plate in the camera 
On withdrawing it, we found the dark mass h : 
and instead, there appeared the rude profile of a negro face, 
This was perhaps the most extraordinary piece of work which 
had been done, inasmuch as the outline had been as clearly and 
sharply cut as though it had been executed by a fine-pointed 
instrument. Miss Wood stood close to Mr. Sowray while t 
picture was taken, Three gentlemen who were present during a 
poses of the time in which these interesting experiments were 
aing conducted, and who knew little or nothing of Spiritualism, 
were thoroughly convinced of the genuineness of the phenomena ; 
so self-evident was it, that an-intelligent power had been at work, 
under conditions which ruled out the gre of imposture. . To 
say nothing of the work done, and a portion of it done as desired, 
‘upon what theory other than the spiritual, can it be explained,. 
that twenty-one correct answers were given to as many question 
having reference to facts, which did not then Ly never at any 
previous time had lain within the Ua etaabs sither of et 
or any other human being. During the whole time, Miss Wood 


ormal state. 
™Dr. Carpenter's “ Dried Peas” aro of no use here, ‘The theories. 
of psychic and odylic force, as commonly understood, appoar to be- 
equally at fault. “If by any subtle rendering, the information eom- 
mun can be referred to the mind of aesireen being then 
present, the fact ought to be proved, for hitherto p ists 
ng within a line, beyond which these 
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“The important question is, not so much w 
thing looks trivial, or whether or no the dead ho snes Ba the 
municate (although of course that is important), but whether ‘the 
Sager witnessed prove the possibility of intelligence of skal 

ind, human or otherwise, living and acting upon matter, without 
the brain and nervous system declared by belie to be indis- 
pensable to the very existence of any intelligence. 

“ This is the real reason why Modern Spiritualism cannot get a 
hearing with most scientific men. 

“The latest position of science is, that mind itself is the product 
of matter and force organised in such a system as man’s. Without 
such a material nervous system, mind, it is repeated ad nauseam, 
cannot exist, much less manifest itself. Modern Spiritualism affects 
to supply direct evidence to the contrary. Z : 

“Tt offers to produce intelligence of some kind acting upon 
matter, and yet unconnected with a brain and a nervous system, 
If this eck be proved, the materialist argument would at once 
fall; for if intelligence similar to ours exists, and can 0 
outside the usual organised conditions, our souls te lo not 
eye a © the same, God is pencetyalle, Seiklly i 

8 mere uct of force and matter 8 Y 4 

Th GEE HOIE e ing, for if mediums can be found, 
through whom the same results can be obtained, a quick and 
method of ai a conviction to the minds of the most scepti 
may be estab ,and proof of immortality be adduced which 


gence ceases 


neither theology, law, nor science can gainsay. 
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; mm mediately pockets were searched 

as pee ee tad phon of perpen le was placed in the 
for ye the medium; this was devoured at once; another apple 
was despatched as quickly. Then some biscuits and an orange wes 
given to her, but these failed to satisfy, for the plaintive cry s al 
came from the lips of the medium, “ Me hungry; me want ae 
to eat.” On being told we had nothing more to give, she seemec 
much distressed, and in still fainter tones said, “If me don't hav 
something to eat me die, and you put me in de grave again. 

For a few minntes she was quieter, during which time the cur- 
tains were seen to divide at the bottom, and a white mass a peared. 
It was seen for a minute, and then the curtains closed. Again it 
appeared this time showing in larger proportions, The curtains 
closed once more, ; 

The medium, who had been moaning in a most piteous manner, 
again said, “Me hungry; me want something to eat.” On being 
reminded we had nothing to give her, and further told that as soon 
as the seance was over a supply of food would be brought to her, 
she replied, “If me no get something to eat, me die, and you have 
to put me in de grave again.” 

carcely had she finished the sentence before she rose from her 
chair, and, approaching the table against which I sat, snatched at 
something which had evidently attracted her attention, which 
proved to be an article said to be relished as food by the dwellers 
in more northern climes, and before she could be prevented, had 
paced it in her mouth and swallowed it. I laid my hand upon 
ers and felt it to be almost as cold as ice. 

She resumed her seat, and became a little quieter. Again the 
curtains were divided, the opening being higher and wider than 
before, the height and widtly being indicated by the white sub- 
stance showing behind. 

These movements alternated with greater or less rapidity until 
the full height, but not the full breadth, of the spirit-form stood 
revealed, 

L invited the spirit to come out from behind the curtains, but 
there seemed ob a lack of power. However, as if to convince us 
the question had been apprehended, and, had the power existed, 

have been Sinton with, the spirit, with a sweep of the 
leg, pro} the long, tee and dazzling white robes we had 
Senet wan, a considerable distance across the floor. I felt 
this to be the critical moment—the moment when it must be 
decided whether those beautiful garments covered a materialised 


De whether the glorious vision was purely subjective. 
‘hese weenie only cussions to be answered, as the medium sat 
before us dressed in dark cluthes. ia 

fg dau, toma nr 


iE ert wea necessary to do this, but it was 
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accomplished, the hand was laid upon mine; : 
those of the medium were large, fn and — Angers unlike 

The fact was therefore demonstrated that while the medium 
: : : : sat 
in her chair, controlled by an intelligence that in most beseechin 
but subdued accents craved for food, there stood hefore us another 
intelligence not so influenced, and one who could not only com. 
prehend the request which had been preferred, but could also 
govern the functions of the material body which had been taken 
on, 80 that the request might be granted in the manner desired, 

If it be objected that tho sense of touch, equally with the 
sense of sight, might be at fault, I have to say that if I did not 
then feel a warm, solid hand laid.on mine, I never did ; for in order 
to prove whether at that moment I was or was not the slave of 
a “dominant idea,” I severely examined myself, and felt quite 
assured that my right hand had not lost its cunning, but it was 
sufficiently sensitive and facile, and my judgment sufficiently well 
balanced; to enable me to draw a bill of exchange, sign a deed of 
conveyance, or do any other special act, the right doing of which 
requires the harmonious action of the powers of body and mind. 

Mrs. H. Wheeldon informs me that after the seance was over, two 
plates of cake and bread-and-butter were brought into the room, 
and quickly eaten 5 the medium, still under control,—she, while 


a ve deetmicg ing the food with her arm, lest any portion of it 
should be taken from her, ru of 


February 17th, with interest 
gto witness. whadaem 
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festation, the medium was secured, by being stitched and sealed in 
the chair and to the floor as before. i : 

The cabinet with its immediate surroundings was subjected to a 
thorough examination, and everything pronounced quite satisfac- 
tory, one of the examiners. being a gentleman who, had not been 
present at any previous seance, 

I occupied my old position in front of the cage door, and olose 
to the cabinet, Mr. A. Smedley being my. vis-d-vis, that is to say 
that he sat close to the cabinet at the other end, indeed: so close. he 
could at any moment, if so disposed, observe all that occurred on 
either side of the curtains ; so that it was quite impossible for a 
form, either human or extemporised, to pass from or into the 
cabinet, without his knowledge. 

He made careful notes of all that occurred, and I am happy to 
find from their perusal that his observations are entirely confirma- 
tory of my own experience, and I am sure of that of a present. 

hen “ Pocka” took control she was not long in opening one of 
her favourite batteries, 3 

To puzzle those supposed to be knowing ones, by askin, 
questions which they failed to answer correctly, appeared to affo 

her great p’easure. The experiment was tried to-night on a good 
old Wesleyan friend, on a subjee’ connected with New Testament 
history, when it was found, he had either forgotten his catechism, 
or been caught napping. The result was all the same, * tucka” 
fairly roared with delight, 

Thus pleasantly sped the time for more than an hour, when, ag 
might be expected, we were delighted to hear “Pocka” say, 
“* Benny’ peaks, him tivk him able to 'terialise outside cabinet, 
sing for your lives ;? which we did with a will, and continued to 
do for about twenty minutes, when several of the friends together 
said, “There is something white lying on the floor outside the 
curtains,” one. lady said it seemed to her as large as a pint ju ; to 
Mr. Smedley, myself, and others about the size of a man’s toad 
not much difference between the two figures. It so remained for 
a minute or two, then the bulk increased, but so indefinite was it 
in shape, it was difficult to think of anything with which to com- 
pare it, When it had attained about eighteen inches in height, it 
gradually drew away from the cabinet, until those who sat near 
could see completely round it. ; 

Here I hazard the opinion, that, had the medium been put under 

ydraulic press for a few hours, it is questionable if she could 
ssed into &@ mass as as that we now looked 


must wait a little longer, as the form is not ye san ane 
was right, for it continued to rise and broaden, Mee re onal 
much (except that the process was quicker) as a flower opening it, 
petals to the sun, until ‘ Benny ” stood before us, so perfect id 
complete as to justify us in saying in the language of two of our 
finest representative poets 
«« And the grave is not the goal.” 
“A man’s a man for a’ that.” 

“Benny ” was soon at work. Having bowed to the company, he 
laid his hand on Mr. Smedley’s head, pressing it rather heavily, and 
then stroked his face. 

Mr. Smedley took his hand, which he says was much larger than 
his own and double the size of the medium’s. He appeared to be 
more thoroughly en rapport with the circle than on any previous 


occasion, ole his best to reach circumference as well as centre, 
to convince al 
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piece of white material about ie as a pocket-handkerchief, 
and eventually even that disappeared; but in that form it cer- 
tainly did not pass into the cabinet, for Mr. Smedley, who had 
charged himself with the special duty of observing whether or 
not dematerialisation was one effected outside the cabinet, 
affirms that not a single particle of the white substance he had 
been looking at passed behind the curtains in that form. 

How marvellous are Thy works, O God! Think of it as we 
may, believe it or not, this also is a part of the divine ape the 
result of law ever existent, though held in abeyance. How pro- 
found and far raching those provisions of the Divine wisdom and 
love, which find their truest interpretation in the highest develop- 
ment of the human race. ‘ ' 

Compare the search amongst the “ Vestiges of Creation” for 
proof of the existence of extinct forms of life, with the study of the 
sublime mystery, upon the mere fringe of which we had just been 
permitted to look, and a mystery almost as great is evolved, that 

men of high culture and great mental grasp ‘should almost exclu- 
sively expend upon the mere genesis of ie the time, strength, 
and thought which would carry them on to t advanced positions 
of fact and truth, where the possibilities of humanity would lie 
before them in the pure serene ght of God’s own existence. 

Then “ Pocka” paid her farewell visit. Her appearance, con- 
trasting strongly as it did with that of “Bonny,” placed the 
phenomenon of materialisation before two or three persons who had 
not witnessed it before in a stronger light. She was very lively, 
her movements free and unconstrained, so that we could better 
judge of her appearance and build than ever before, : 
_ At my request, she came and kissed my hand; and Mr.Smedley, 
in his notes, says:— 

“Tasked her if she would give me a piece of her robe, She 
answered, ‘No,’ I asked if she would lay hold of my finger, She 
said ‘’es,’ and took it in her little hand, holding it for a few seconds. 
I then said, ‘You must have a tongue, Pocka; you can talk. I 
wonder if you have any teeth?’ She at once took hold of my 
hand, and put one of my i in 
between her teeth, which, to the to 
could be, her warm breath bei 
was in her mouth.” Mr. Sm 


- As the two last seances in whic 
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were successful, we were encouraged to hope that in co ir 
our third and last experiment we might be anally aiicucennal 

Therefore, on Sunday morning, February 18, precisely at tho 
hour when thousands of persons in different parts of the country 
had met to listen to wordy, andin many cases baseless, speculations 
about immortality—at all events to statements unsupported by 
direct and positive evyidence—our circle met fot the purpose of 
trying to’prove it, and to obtain the proof in a form which neither 
sophistry, prejudice, nor persecution would be able to overturn, 

e reckoned that if in the past angels had trod our earth, and it 
to-day our ascended friends, like Moses and Elias, can return for a 
brief time to the scene of their earthly pilgrimage, it were, per- 
chance, possible that they could leave behind them, as memorials 
of their visit, fvotprints, stamped not on the “sands of time,” 
which the beating surf of daily life might soon obliterate, but im- 
pressed on a substance which for long years to come would hold | 
in sacred keeping the precious trust. If this could be done, én 
these memorials placed where the eye of the man who, per. 

the best part of his life had been tossed on a sea of pee 


nd ce 
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were then informed that the spirits would try and produce moulds 
under conditions somewhat different to those we had imposed, but 
in order to accomplish their purpose it would be necessary tu open 
the cage door a few inches, 

The screws were taken out, and an opening made, through which 
a very small baby could not have been passed, the table being 
placed against the door as before. We were not kept long in doubt 
as to the character of the manifestations ; and in the manifestations 
that were given to us we had, I think at least, a very strong 
intimation that, when the best mental and physical conditions are 
offered to the spirits, they, on their part, to the extent of their 
knowledge and power, will work, to make the demonstration as 
complete as can be secured by our best devised tests. The old 
proverb, “ seeing is believing” was on this occasion fitly and beau- 
tifully illustrated. We had not asked to see spirit-moulds made ; 
we professed to be content if we found them in the cabinet whilv 
the medium was secured in the cage, an experience, which has not 
hitherto, I believe, been improved upon. 


PARAFFIN MOULDS OF THE FERT OF MATERIAUISED SPIRIT-FORMS, 
But the workers on the other side,—doubtless arguing, just as 
logically as we should on this, that if one person sitting close to 
another saw that other put a boot on his foot and pull it off again, 
it would be exceedingly difficult for that person not to believe ho 
had seen the thing so done—addressed themselves to the task of 
MAKING SPIRIT-MOULDS BEFORE OUR RYES. — be 
A 


“ Meggie” was the first to make the attempt. Walking 0 
the cabinet, she went at once and 1 her hand on the ba £ 
of Mr, Smedley’s chair. He asked if the eae ho 
bowed her head. Mr. Smedley passed the chair fo nd placed 
it opposite the pails. “Meggie” seated herself, and gathering up 
her Icng robes, dipped her left foot in the melted o, then 
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into the cold water, again in the paraffin, and she thus con- 
tinued, dipping in the pails alternately until the work was 
finished, So closely veiled was the spirit, it was not known who 
was at work. Some one, judging by the vigour displayed, said, 
“Tt is Benny ;” upon which the spirit placed & hand on Mr, 
Smedley’s, as much as to say, “Feel who itis.” “ It is Meggie, 
said Mr. Smedley; “she has given me her small hand, 

When a sufficient quantity of the paraffin had been taken on, 
“Megyie” placed her left foot on her right knee, allowing it to rest 
there about two minutes. She then removed the mould from her 
foot, held it up and tapped it, so that all might see and hear, and 
then at my request, placed it in my hand, and it was by me in 
turn placed in safety. “ Meggie” essayed to repeat the experiment 
with the right foot, but after dipping it two or three times, in con- 
sequence, I presume, of her power failing, she rose from her seat, 
went into the cabinet and did not return. The paraflin taken on 
by the right foot was afterwards found on the cabinet floor. 

Then came “ Benny.” On emerging from the cabinet, he bowed 
to the friends, He then placed his large hand on Mr. Smedley’s 

head—a “sign manual” easily understood and recognised. 

‘Taking a chair offered to him, he placed it opposite the pails, 
and with a vigour far exceeding that displayed by “ Meggie,” he pro- 
ceeded to dip his left foot in the pails alternately, as she had 
done; in fact the motion was so swift and steady as to suggest the 
idea of a little steam engine being at work—a figure actually em-= 
ployed by someone present when referring to “ Benny’s” movements 

In order that those who read this report may have a strictly 
correct impression as to the opportunity for close and accurate 
observation on the part of those who attended this seance, I may 
state that while “Benny ” was making the mould of his foot, Mr. 
Smedley sat so close to him on his right, as to permit the spirit to 
lay his hand on his head, and stroke his face, which he did. On 
his left, I sat so close to him as to permit me to take the mould 
from him, when finished, without leaving my seat, whilst those who 
occupied the chairs on the front row were distant about three feet 
from the pails. 

The whole process, from the first dip to the finished mould, was 
distinctly seen, and the fact that they were made as stated rests 


as can be offered for the shining of the sun, or 


! snow. 
there been a lingering suspicion in the mind of anyone 
that the ium by some “ pee device or nari a 
case W ld not speak of “ palmistry ”—had manage 
‘ ee aes yconsicel of her own little foot, it was 
ed the moment “ Benny,” at my 


ia mould, take. from his 
ay ot ee Whale aitirence! 1 Lindeed felt I 
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When “Benny” had finished his modelling, he replaced the 
chair in its former position, and then walked about, shaking hands 
and speaking to those around him. ? 


On “ Meggie’s” retirement, “ Pocka” controlling the medium, 
said, “* Benny’ peaks, him give ’ou test,” at the time we had not 
the slightest idea of what was intended, but “ Benny,” remembering 
he had asked that the cage door might be partially opened, and 
anxious that this concession should not in any respect diminish 
the completeness of the test under which the moulds had been 
obtained, undertook in his own way to convince us that the 
medium was not in any senso an active participant in the work 
which had been done. 

Therefore, approaching the cage door he closed it, and pushed 
the table up closely against it; he then took my right arm in both 
his hands, and pressed it firmly on the table, as much as to say, 


“You take care it does not move an inch,” which duty I faithfully 

discharged, “a 
__ Stooping down, he drew the musical box from beneath the 1 

carrying it towards the cage door, placed it on one end : 

en age iat Se door, the position of the 
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have narrated who will dare say they were?—from whose feet 
sre they taken ? ¥ 2s ; 
Hels is a wall against which sceptical scientists, bigoted theo- 
logians, conjurers, and incompetent judges are invited to knock 
their heads, with the caution that, in the event of a collision, the 
heads will be smashed, for assuredly this wall, like every other 
fact in nature, will stand firm as the everlasting hills. ' 
My own theory—and I shall hold it until 1 get a hetter—is, 
these moulds are indeed the “footprints of angels,” and as such 
they are to me very precious, . 
Tn some of the cathedrals of Europe there are servitors who, 
for a consideration, will open for inspection cabinets filled with 
holy relics, some of which, on account of _ their preciousness, 
are deposited in golden caskets, and to which there clings the 
mysterious sanctity of ages, but amongst these there is to be found 
nothing so calculated to stir to its deepest depths the human soul 
as these moulds; for, granting these relics are what they are re- 
presented to be, they at best but illustrate the history of a dead 
past, whereas our simple piece of wax, so moulded, like the fall- 
ing apple which to the prophetic eye of Newton brought a reve- 
lation big with glorious results, tells of a future, compared with 
which the highest developments of life and culture hitherto at- 
tained are like the faintest streaks of morning light when com- 
pared with the full unclouded splendour of noonday. 

My task is now finished. I have endeavoured to give a faithful 
record of the facts connected with Miss Wood's visit to Derby- 
shire, in the order of their occurrence. Doubtless, my statement in 
some of its details to a large number of persons will appear in- 
credible, But I am of opinion that if in any Be conditions as 
fond as those we were able to offer Miss Wood in Belper and 

erby are given, the same results may be obtained through her 
mediumship, 

I feel it in my heart to say that the best thanks of the gxéet body 
of investigators into Spiritualism in this country are due to our 
friends in Newcastle, who have succeeded in developing to such a 
state of perfection so excellent a servant of the spirit-world. 

Of Miss Wood as a medium I cannot speak too highly. By her 
conduct during the ordeal through which she pee she gained ‘or 
herself the full confidence and esteem of all who were privileged to 
attend her seances. I can only hope that her career in the future 


like a wild beast so 


FAOTS FROM THE HISTORY oF 
MISS WOOD'S DEVELOPMENT AS A MEDIUM, 


By Mrs. Mourn, Newcastle-on-Tyno. 


[From the Mepium AnD DayBreaK, October 26, 1877,] 


As no two blades of grass are alike, so no two minds, however 
nearly they may be allied, are exactly similar: we find this in 
thoughts, moods, feelings, and likings, and must expect to find the 
same law ruling the spiritual part of our nature, causing us all 
to vary in our experiences, on our first acquaintance with Spiri- 
tualism. 

Speaking of my own personal reminiscences of it, my first en- 
lightenment upon the subject arose from hearing lectures delive 
by Mrs. Emma Hardinge (as she was then called) and Dr. Se 
t times wide apart, each speaker treating the theme differen 
one telling us how spiritual growth must accrue by ing 
» ar lose alliance of a higher life 

pproximate » all that is 
m er f 3 entran 


‘ 
Ze) 
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was begun there, and consisted of rappings, and touches, and the 
‘jasession of the medium’s faculties by entrancement, when several 
Pd distinct individualities could be traced, altogether different 
from the personality of the medium in her normal condition. 
But there are so many clever people in the world, who are able, 
by sharpness, nimbleness, by control of the minds of those about 
them, or of the circumstances in which they may be placed, to con- 
fuse, or blind the senses, that, withoutat all ad ce the honour 
of those who are essential to the production of such wonderful 
manifestations as the spiritual phenomena, yet, for the sake of 
quickly arriving at the truth, and of establishing lasting convic- 
tions of it upon the mind, it is most desirable for both sitters and 
medium to be personally acquainted, and to form as select and as 
properly organised a circle as is possible, especially at the com- 
mencement ofan investigation; when, with this thorough ground- 
ing, and not till then, may we firmly build up our theories upon 
this perplexing topic. We came to this conclusion after what 
could not be called other than a useless waste of time, during which 
the inquiry was conducted amidst a heterogeneous mixture of indi- 
vidualities, the nature of the phenomena inducing their continual 
re-assertion, while their wonderfulness occasioned the extremest 
scepticism; kat as there is good in all things, we learned this 
Jesson, that, just as no other study ean be conducted under unsuit- 
able conditions, so only by repeated and careful observation could 
we expect to understand the circumstances that would be pro- 
ductive of the best results, 
For the reasons already advanced, some friends with ourselves 
agreed to form a circle at our house, and we commenioodaatntiaet 
our sittings in April, 1873. These we continued holding weekly, 
for only dark seances at first, of which the annexed are specimens. 
Forming a circle of from twelve to fifteen persons (including the 
medium, whose hands were held on either side of her), we com- 
menced by singing until Miss Wood became entranced by one of 
her guides, who, after introductions and small talk, soon left her, 
and then commenced manipulations by the spirits upon the various: - 
sitters, those who were most mediumistic receiving the greatest 
share of attention, while others who were somewhat fearful got 
little or none at all; it was, besides, observed that those who were 
kind and open in manners, and most expressive of their feelings, 
and desirous of favours shown them, were the soonest noticed. 
The manifestations given were taps with tubes, pulls of the 
dress, strokes upon the head, and pressures from soft hands; the 
ockets of some were rifled of their contents, and placed ix 


shoulders and back part of the head 
times by pats upon the person. 

When the power was used up, we again sang until the medium 
awoke from trance, when we were allowed to turn on the gas 
which revealed confusion on all sides of us : boots, slippers, handkey- 
chiefs, bonnets, tubes, &c., strewn here and there, or thrown to 
some far corner of the room, where they were not easily found, 

The room was thoroughly darkened for these sittings. If aspeck 
of light was observed when we commenced, it had either to be 
immediately subdued, or it tended to delay, or in some cases pre- 
vent, the unseen working altogether. We thus had a great many 
seances by simply holding the medium’s hands; but, as perfect 
satisfaction was required by all that they were never loosened 
during the sitting, it was suggested, and acted upon, that Miss 
Wood be secured so as to prove to all simultaneously that the 
power was outside of her. This, after some delay, was accom 
plished by fastening her hands and feet to the chair, and that 
of furniture and her thereon placed in the centre of the 
times the fastenings used were of tape, ofttimes of | 

‘oughly knot setae or twice by fine strange silk 


, Answering to our thoughts at 
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chair behind the screen, near to the mantelpiece ; sho was still 
tied, and in a deep trance and must have been carried over the 
heads of the sitters. : ie, 2 
After a short time we commenced with a dark sitting, when, 
after it was concluded, with a subdued light we ained materialisa- 
tions. Miss Wood, lying upon a mattress behind a folding screen, 
was not placed under test conditions. The results of this phase of 
her development may be best illustrated by the following facts. 
When the first part of our meeting was over and Miss Wood had 
placed herself in the cabinet, “ Pocka” entranced her, merrily 
chatting with us, and saying she intended to materialise and de- 
materialise in our presence. Of course we thanked her cordially, 
ee she next proceeded to make puns upon all our names. She 
on her peadatn. After we had sung about twenty minutes 
wasmall white speck in front of us upon the floor, which 
eh: larger and larger very gradually until it assumed the form of 
Repel bry ip na + our warmest greetings. After she 
‘ in front of us for a whil 
= pee completely Mexppeatedl —_—— 
_ We then sang for about ten minute 
ca ee S82 caelg in the same ee wares ene fea uk 
higher than the last, till a tall form i hite r ir of 
= 9 2 snip’ energetically to fling. london cadet pe 
out, By raps he told us | “ Benny,” : . 
he re ceri messure and. saa ie Tight upon th a ves 
consented, when a pencil was giy i egit 
mediately above hig head. “He ther italiana art 
of sight. We then sang until Miss "Wood eatin s oueel ae 
dan a was measured and found to be seven dahiens ‘ ce 
an the figure. Another similar seance was held darcena 
wards, when “ Pocka” in like manner first fo oa mine <o 
pa a diappeatee Bp by a like Ginivenid ou Bosayiae 
; is seance an additional importan i 
rom the fact that the screen w: Ber chealt nae 
th ‘ t tl on was so far opened that the wall inside 
e cabinet was distinctly visible, and something dark could be seen 


described. Before she came out a third ti 
requested not to gaze too much at her, as that prevented her kee 
ing steady enough to be taken well. Miss Wood was then se 
out of the cabinet and placed on a chair well mufiled up to increase 
the power, when another attempt was made, which might be called 
successful as far as the face was concerned, as that was well 
detined. 

This seance was not thought satisfactory, the face of what 
was supposed to be a little Hindoo girl appearing as a big, ugly, 
blackened one, unlike either of the mediums. It occasioned some 
i}l-feeling, and is instanced because it was the means of developing 
the mediumship in another way, for when Miss Wood next sat for 
materialisation she insisted upon having tests applied, when it will — 
be observed that the figure then, instead of forming before us, 


me, the sitterg Werg 


formed in the cabinet, and then appeared to us. To satisfy her, 
a gentleman fastened some tape round her neck, knotted if, 
and sealed the knot, the tape was then passed from thence to the 
wrists, which were each tied, knotted, and sealed, when she | 
down, and the ends of the tape were nailed to the skirting-bo: 
Imotted and sealed as the others. Presently “Pocka” cont 

versed with us of wit as usual; then we 
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rapped out, and the gentleman placed both of his arms in a-kimbo 
fashion beneath it, and with an effort contrived to lift and hold it 
up. As he raised up the one side, the other rose as well, without 
anyone touching it, remaining poised and perfectly level, with all 
the supper things spread upon it, until the gentleman declared it 
was too heavy for him to hold up I longer, and consequently 
lowered it down again on ¢erra firma, the opposite side descending 
much more gently than his own. At the next sitting, a week later, 
it was asked if the table could be raised without help, when the 
reply was rapped out, “ We will try ;” and after a little interval of 
straining, it was lifted four or five inches into the air, remaining 
thus suspended for a few minutes ere it again gently resumed its 
proper position. A few minutes afterwards, an oil painting upon 
the wall was lifted from two supports and lowered a few inches 
further down. It must be observed that these manifestations took 
place in the full glare of a three-light chandelier, while at the 
same time a huge fire was burning in the grate. 

Of the 200 or more seances which I have attended, perhaps the 
most satisfactory ones to myself were the third or fourth, and 
nearly the last one, 

The first one was a dark seance, where the medium’s hands were 
held by sitters on either side. At previous sittings I had often 
been singled out for taps from tubes, &c., somewhat puzzled to 
conjecture how particular parts, such as a finger, or some part of 
the head, could be so aptly struck, even when an effort was made 
to change its position, yet the stroke was always unerring. Ion this 
Porticulas evening which I wish to record, was placed very near 

iss Wood, to receive a touch direct from the spirit, and, feeling 
somewhat awestruck to be placed in such close proximity to the 
invisible, I took my place three sitters from the medium. After 
the usual manifestations of touches with tubes, &c., or pulls of 
the dress, I was gently kissed upon the cheek, and a little while 
after felt a very soft hand touch me. A grape was next put into 
my mouth so unexpectedly, that without intending injury [ in- 
stinctively brought my te-th together before the finger and thumb 
that inserted the grape could be withdrawn, yet I felt no substance 
between the teeth, and the parts of the finger and thumb were 
dematerialised in m : 
favoured me, aware of my concern for her if I Bea in any way hurt 


n since to me, viz., as human beings like our- 
t happen to arise would be of the same 
in ee with company here with 


46 


—_——<_——— 
47 


fal manifestations ; and although not exactly understandable at all 
times, it was pleasant to feel them atl as one, in a sense, in their 
anxiety to help us and prevent causing unnecessary alarm; and 
vet for all their solicitude and trouble how little can we repay 
them. Ofttimes a few poor expressions of love and assurances 
(maybe) minus the feeling, which nevertheless often serve as con- 
dolences to those not emancipated far enough in Rois to have 
knowledge of the all in human nature. Yet all who have in soms 
earnest way endeavoured to probe this enigma, with after-reflection 
must experience unutterable gratituds for their help in the hour of 
need; so that, as the spirits themselves tell us, if we cannot evidence 
our most sacred desires by external gifts and forms, yet, by having 
a sincere regard for them, with our best wishes for their welfare, 
we may be enabled to complete most good; because the emotional 
faculties being wholly spiritual, are most reaching to those who 
haye parted from earth, and we hope may aid somewhat their 
gradual growth from the finite to the infinite. 

During the course of our investigations we experienced the 
difficulties of having to contend with what we called evil controls, 
when the most stubborn aspect of human nature was exhibited, 
combined with low, reckless manners. These we found difficult to 
manage, and it is a still harder matter to expres# an opinion about 
them. Sometimes we supposed them traceable to the humour of 
the medium, sometimes to the system being overtasked; when 
due to the latter cause, absolute rest was the only remedy, whilst 
the former, having a moral cause for it, had in like manner to be 
treated. We were not successful in our treatment of them, but, 
from what I then and have since observed, I should suppose the 
exercise of a strong will-power to be sufficient to cope with the 
difficulty as it occurs. 

Various opinions have — as n oe cause of the aril 
some supposing it assignable to the nature e noviciate, others 

the body, haying been rendered so sensitive, it readily imbibes 
nosphere of either good or eyil in the company that is 
1 » day, beari @ unseen influence to the 
No doubt there is some 
) medium to keep as 
nature is strong 
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ing the introduction of, spirits of a like nature, at any time, from 
the untraceable and spiritual source. Hence the necessity of 
selecting’a harmonious circle with freedom from intrusion or dis- 
turbance of any kind, from mind or matter, till the development is 
so far advanced as to be beyond the risk of them. 

Seeing the difficulties encompassing the growth of mediums, and 
the little care that has been exercised in that direction, we cannot 
wonder at the often so-called “ exposures” that have taken place; 
and I think it behoves us at times, in our intercourse with sensitives, 
to ensure absolute test-conditions, that we may have the firm con- 
viction impressed upon us that it is a power outside of them, so 
that we may unflinchingly bear testimony to the genuineness of 
their mediumship when we feel called upon to state our opinion 
through any mishap that may have come to them. 

Having seen so much of the development of Miss Wood, and 
witnessed the power exercised under test and other conditions, [ 
feel free to express my convictions as to the genuineness of her gift, 
and besides having known her personally for three years and a half, 
and seen a great deal of her during that time, I consider myself — 

1alif true portrait of her as she has appeared to me. 
) be the index of ela must defi 
ad inflexible, denoting one we 
3 teh 


,NOTHER REMARKABLE SEANCE WITH MISS WOOD. 
a From the MepiuM AND Daybreak, dune 28th, 1878.) 


During the last few weeks there haye appeared in the Meprust 
several descriptions of remarkable seances through our local 
mediums, but the following account of a seance held in the seance 
room of the Newcastle Psychological Society on Friday evening, 
the 14th inst., will serve as a crowning illustration to them all. 

A full account of the fixtures of the seance-room will be found 
in No. 427 of the Meprum, but it has been found necessary, in 
order to impress the account more deeply upon the minds of the 
readers, to give the following diagram of the room :— 


18 feet. 


14 leet. 


Ata few minutes past eight o'clock about twelve persons attended 
the usual weekly developing circle, which was concluded at ten 


minutes past ni =a Wood, who happened to be present, 
was asl Ress ee the circle if she would ta willing to have a 
short seance for materialisation, which she very kindly agreed to. 


The circle was composed of eleven persons, who sat in the man- 
ner shown eahe diagram, Mr. J. Ker sitting near A,and Mr. J. 
Moffet sitting near B. Miss Wood entered the cabinet at eighteen 
minutes past nine p.m., and took her seat at the point indicated 

the figure 3. The sitting now commenced with singing “ There's 
rer than day,” and on the conclusion of the first 
was seen looking out at the aperture of the curtain, 
out to be the spirit-form of “ Benny,” who is im- 
much, The features of his face were plainly dis- 
Uae many of the sitters with playful humour, 
ds witl two or three with a gri iat ont a strong man 
and told them that the “little lassie” (“ Pocka”) was 
ady to come out, and that he was going to help her in- 
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side of the cabinet. Te presently disappeared inside of the cabinet 
and the diminutive form of “ Pocka ” appeared, who ssemed lithe. 
some and gladsome, playing with the sitters, and, of course, kissing 
some. She endeavoured to speak in the direct voice, but the 
sounds were not intelligible to any of the sitters, and after the 
space of a few minutes she re-entered the cabinet, only to come 
out again after the lapse of a few seconds. She was now seen at 
figure 2 to lift the curtain up at one side. ‘ Benny,” who had 
entranced the medium and was holding intercourse with the circle, 
said that the “little lassie” was trying to lift the curtain and that 
he would leave the medium and help her. 


Two Forms anp THE MEpIuM VISIBLE AT THE SAME TIME, | 


Presently the spirit-form of “ Benny ” appeared at figure 1. 
were now two forms plainly visible by the whole of the circle, 
by their gestures they seemed inherent with life. They 


ointly lifted the curtain (the middle section thereof exten 
rom figures 1 to 2, the side strips being fastened to the walls) 
distance of four feet from the ground, when the medium 
Wood) could be plainly seen by all the circle sitting in her 
he lifted her hand and extended it towards Mr. Ker, 


the -medium's 


TO INVESTIGATORS. 


quar all may be placed in a position to investigate the Spiritual 
henomena, and judge for themselves, the following information is 
appended, All Spiritualists were once investigators, and the same 
path which has led them to knowledge and conviction is open to 
all who choose to walk therein, . 


RULES AND CONDITIONS FOR THE SPIRIT-CIRGLE. 


ATMOSPHERIC ConpITIoNs.—The phenomena cannot be successfully elicite 
in very warm, sultry weather, in extreme cold, when thunder and lightning and 
magnetic disturbances prevail, when the atmosphere is very moist, or when there 
is much rain, or storms of wind, A warm, dry atmosphere is best, as it presents 
the mean between all extremes, and agree with the harmonious state of man’s, 
organism which is proper for the manifestation of spiritual phenomena. A 
subdued light or darkness increases the power and facilitates control. 


Loca Conpirions.—The room in which a circle is held for development or 
investigation should be set apart for that purpose. It should be comfortably 
warmed and ventilated, but draughts or currents of air should be avoided. Those 
persons composing the circle should meet in the room about an hour before the 
experiments commence; the same sitters should attend each time, and occupy the 
same places. This maintains the peculiar magnetic conditions necessary to the 
production of the phenomena. <A developing circle exhausts power, or uses it up. 

PuHyYsIoLoaicaL Conprrions.—The phenomena are produced by a vital force 
emanating from tas sitters, which the spirits use as a connecting link between 
themselves and objects. Certain temperaments give off this power; others emit 
an opposite influence. {f the circle is composed © Ppa: with suitable tempera- 
ments, manifestations will take place readily; if the contrary be the case, much 


TSev! ssary to produce results. If both kinds of temperament 
ase prenalion tes coher to Fear need so as to produce harmony in the psychical 
atmosphere evolved from them. ‘The physical manifestations especially depend 
es psn eas Tf a circle does not succeed, changes should be made in the 


itters til 


the proper conditions are supplied. 


of envy, hate, contempt, or other 
not sit at the same circle. The vicious and crude 
h experiments. The minds of the sitters should 


her than a ee rep by the love of truth and of 
; mious and fully oped individual is invaluable in the 


‘Tue CIRCLE d consist of from three to ten of both sexes, and 
sit round an oval, oblong, or square table, Gane-battomed hates thdes wit a " 
wooden seats are preferable to stuffed chairs, Mediums and sensitives should 
‘never sit on | shions, or sofas used by other persons, as the 


phy dF y sent, he or she should — 
occupy the end of the table with the back to the north th. A mellow mediumistic » 


KS 
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person should be placed on each side of the medium, and those most positive 
should beat the opposite corners. No person should be placed behind the 
medium. A circle may represent a horseshoe magnet, with the tnedium placed 
between the poles. 

*ConDuUCcT AT THE CiRcLE.—The sitters should place their hands on the table, 
and endeavour to make each other feel easy and comfortable. Agreeable con- 
versation, singing, reading, or invocation may be engaged in—anything-that will 
tend to harmonise the minds of those present, and unite them in one purpose, is 
in order, By engaging in such exercises the circle may be made very profitable 
apart from the manifestations. Sitters should not desire anything in particular, 
but unite in being pleased to receive that which is best for all. The director of 
the circle should sit opposite the medium, and put all questions to the spirit, and 
keep order. A recorder should take notes of the conditions and proceedings. 
Manifestations may take place in a few minutes, or the circle may sit many times 
before any result occurs. Under these circumstances it is well to change te 
positions of the sitters, or introduce new elements, till success is achieved. en 
the table begins to tilt, or when raps occur, do not be too impatient to get answers 
to questions. When the table can answer questions by giving three tips or ra 
for ‘* Yes,” and one for “No,” it may assist in placing the sitters properly. The 
spirits or intelligences which produce the phenomena should be treated with the 
sume courtesy and consideration as you would desire for yourselves if you were 
introduced the company of strangers for their personal benefit. At the same 
me, the sitters shotld not on any account allow their judgment to be warped or 
ir good sense imposed upon spirits, whatever their professions may be. 

: Mh . } 


on with them kindly, firmly, and considerately. 


INTERCOURSE WITH Spirits is carried on by various means. 
of the table or raps fi es,” and one for “No.” By tl 
answer in th r negative. By calling over 
Ww. @ prope to constitute a m . Somet 

e han 


